
From Conversation 
to Connection:
Advancing Real-World 
Language for Secondary 
Students Through
The New York Times 
Learning Network 2.0

By: Marla Sperling Reich  
Speech-Language Pathologist

April 21, 2026 NJSHA



❖ Over three decades as an SLP in various settings; the high school setting reshaped the way 
I approach therapy.

❖ Chosen to be part of the New York Times Learning Network in 2018 and 2021-22. 
❖ Worked in private practice, EI, and school settings from elementary to high school in 

South Florida, Washington DC suburbs, and our beautiful Garden State. 
❖ Fun Fact: Before I became an SLP,  I worked in TV and Radio.  
❖ While living in the DC area, as an SLP, I produced and performed in Character 

Educational Musicals teaching social/pragmatic skills with an emphasis on the topic of 
Bullying. 



Learning Objectives: Audience Outcomes & Student Benefits

Audience Outcomes Student Benefits

● Analyze complex topics with clarity

● Develop critical thinking by articulating 
personal values such as opinions.

● Build independence in social-emotional 
communication.

● Leverage NYTLN resources for real-world 
context.

● Assess comprehension through individualized 
projects and adapt therapeutic strategies to 
support the diverse needs of middle, high 
school and transition-age students.

● Enhance vocabulary and language 
development.

● Develop critical thinking skills by articulating an 
understanding of complex topics.

● Enhance language development and 
vocabulary, enabling effective expression of 
ideas.

● Make personal connections to key topics for 
deeper engagement and active participation.

● Participate in inclusive, multimodal learning 
environments using various tools for effective 
learning.

● Use problem-solving strategies to navigate 
social situations.



From Conversation to Connection: Why and How

Real-World Relevance
Use authentic content like The NYTLN to 
target pragmatic language.

Multimodal Learning
Incorporate podcasts, video/film, and 
culinary arts for comprehension.

Project-Based Application
Implement hands-on projects like the 
"Nostalgia Projectˮ".

Holistic Skill Development
Enhance semantic knowledge and 
social-emotional skills.

Collaboration & Scaffolding
Work with educators to support student 
comprehension.





https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/


What is the Learning Network? Free to teachers and students

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dX8nQWHH3uk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dX8nQWHH3uk


https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/15/learning/how-to-use-the-learning-network.html?searchResultPosition=1




                  24 New Words Invented by Teenagers 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/31/learning/24-new-words-invented-by-teenagers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/31/learning/24-new-words-invented-by-teenagers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/31/learning/24-new-words-invented-by-teenagers.html


Winning Vocabulary Videos 
Verbs

Winning Vocabulary Videos     
Adjectives

Winning 
Vocabulary Videos 

Nouns

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIdkIyXC7xE&t=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USz0cSGNiJQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzThOYEk76k


Our 15-seconds video contest entries 

Buoyancy 

Kvetch

Ominous 

Planning / Collaboration
Team Work / Social Skills 
Problem-Solving / Conflict Resolution
Time Management 
Sequencing 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tirSx6kl7-0VLYUKLfn4qKslZHudZKgN/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1cL_ipEYCGUa_olXBrmq5kigH87oXrGa4/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1cHGaHmCF4EuaT-PzW_Q_dL3XOxMrOXg3/preview


Sports 
Section

LN Picture 
Prompts

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/06/sports/nfl-week-14-locker-room-rituals.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/11/learning/superstitions.html?searchResultPosition=1


https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/08/learning/where-in-the-world-would-you-most-like-to-travel.html?searchResultPosition=3
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/08/learning/where-in-the-world-would-you-most-like-to-travel.html?searchResultPosition=3


https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/17/learning/lesson-plans/reader-idea-a-speech-language-pathologist-makes-the-times-an-essential-part-of-her-classroom.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/17/learning/lesson-plans/reader-idea-a-speech-language-pathologist-makes-the-times-an-essential-part-of-her-classroom.html?searchResultPosition=4


Our students immersed in their NYTimes destination of choice 
Route 66 & DongseoTrail, South Korea Immersive Lesson  

52 Places to Go 2026 



“

Word of the day

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/05/learning/word-of-the-day-banal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/05/learning/word-of-the-day-banal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/05/learning/word-of-the-day-banal.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PddZ0JLs0plZAnrYyFmVJ_bdL1XRsjFMluNs79E-jlI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PddZ0JLs0plZAnrYyFmVJ_bdL1XRsjFMluNs79E-jlI/edit?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/docume
nt/d/1mUQlZDmFpE6XQGXf4sz
F3lCpmXkeSUAvL-FM3ErdsOE/

edit?tab=t.0

How-to
tutorial

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mUQlZDmFpE6XQGXf4szF3lCpmXkeSUAvL-FM3ErdsOE/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/02/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-picture-oct-6-2025.html?smid=url-share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4j-JgXgaCX4


USE IMAGERY ELEMENTS

MOVEMENT SOUND NUMBER WHAT

SHAPE BACKGROUND PERSPECTIVE WHEN

MOOD SIZE COLOR WHERE



What’s Going on in the Graph

Graphs, maps and charts 
from The Times LN – and an 
invitation for students to 
discuss them live.

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/26/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-april-8-2026.html?searchResultPosition=5
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/26/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-april-8-2026.html?searchResultPosition=5
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/26/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-april-8-2026.html?searchResultPosition=5


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-thanksgiving-side-dishes.html?searchResultPosition=10


Reading actively &
Making Connections
This unit, grounded in reader-response theory, asks students to be active as they read, paying 
attention to the emotions, observations and questions they have as they go. Students will practice 
making personal connections, reading critically, referring to specific details or quotes, writing in a 
natural voice and experimenting with style.  
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/learning/teach-writing-with-the-new-york-times-our-2025-26-curriculum.html?searchResultPosit
ion=7

Article: NYT  Dessert for All Article: NYT  Thanksgiving Talking Prompts 

Article: NYT What Are You Grateful For? Article: Side Dishes around the US 
(WGOITG) 

Article: NYT Fall Traditions Article: What Does Thanksgiving Mean to 
You?

Article: NYT  Any Special or Unusual Holiday Traditions?
Article: Most Beautiful Thanksgiving Yet

Use Theme-Based 
Activities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsZpMZkiZCc&t=102s
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/learning/teach-writing-with-the-new-york-times-our-2025-26-curriculum.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/learning/teach-writing-with-the-new-york-times-our-2025-26-curriculum.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/08/dining/thanksgiving-dessert-for-all.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/21/learning/10-prompts-for-talking-and-writing-about-thanksgiving.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/18/briefing/what-are-you-grateful-for-tell-us-in-six-words.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-thanksgiving-side-dishes.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-thanksgiving-side-dishes.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/13/learning/what-teenagers-are-saying-about-their-fall-rituals-and-traditions.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/26/learning/what-does-thanksgiving-mean-to-you.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/26/learning/what-does-thanksgiving-mean-to-you.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/26/learning/do-you-have-any-special-or-unusual-holiday-traditions.html?searchResultPosition=3
https://cooking.nytimes.com/article/andy-baraghani-thanksgiving-menu?searchResultPosition=1


If you could design an exhibition of anything — sneakers, album 
covers, insects, quinceañera dresses, sculptures — what would it 
be?

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/07/learning/if-you-could-design-any-museum-exhibition-what-would-it-be.html?searchResultPosition=2%20%20Museum%20of%20Backpacks


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/07/learning/if-you-could-design-any-museum-exhibition-what-would-it-be.html?searchResultPosition=2%20%20Museum%20of%20Backpacks
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/07/learning/if-you-could-design-any-museum-exhibition-what-would-it-be.html?searchResultPosition=2%20%20Museum%20of%20Backpacks
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/arts/design/museum-curation-children-teenagers.html?login=email&auth=login-email
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/15/arts/design/museum-curation-children-teenagers.html?login=email&auth=login-email
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/07/learning/if-you-could-design-any-museum-exhibition-what-would-it-be.html?searchResultPosition=2%20%20Museum%20of%20Backpacks
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/07/learning/if-you-could-design-any-museum-exhibition-what-would-it-be.html?searchResultPosition=2%20%20Museum%20of%20Backpacks




Film and Podcast Club
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-film-club

https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-film-club


Priya Krishna hosts the NYT Cooking "On 
the Job" series, a documentary collection 
exploring the unseen labor and diverse roles 
within the food industry. This series 
provides an authentic context in Workplace 
Training speech sessions to target essential 
pragmatic and expressive communication 
goals. 

Speech-Language Pathology: Real-World Language for Secondary Students

NYT Cooking - On the Job

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYG6O_GQCZwjHuu5swGZ6c8sZq6SpC87q
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYG6O_GQCZwjHuu5swGZ6c8sZq6SpC87q
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/25/learning/film-club-a-day-with-a-dishwasher-at-a-top-nyc-restaurant.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/25/learning/film-club-a-day-with-a-dishwasher-at-a-top-nyc-restaurant.html?searchResultPosition=1


In Workplace Training speech sessions, students learn 
job-related vocabulary while analyzing videos, explore 
different roles, and assess factors like work environment, 
time commitments, and job demands to communicate how 
these elements align with their career preferences and 
personal strengths.

Speech-Language Pathology: Real-World Language for Secondary Students

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyHPuYpetbg&list=PLYG6O_GQCZwjHuu5swGZ6c8sZq6SpC87q&index=10&t=3s&pp=iAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyHPuYpetbg&list=PLYG6O_GQCZwjHuu5swGZ6c8sZq6SpC87q&index=10&t=3s&pp=iAQB
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/25/learning/film-club-a-day-with-a-dishwasher-at-a-top-nyc-restaurant.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/25/learning/film-club-a-day-with-a-dishwasher-at-a-top-nyc-restaurant.html?searchResultPosition=1


On The Job: Skills for the Workforce



“On the Job” in a Group Session

For students entering the workforce, the On The Job series by NYT Cooking provides an authentic context to target essential 
speech-language pathology goals, particularly in pragmatic and expressive communication.

Analyzing functional language skills, like giving directions and problem-solving, helps students adapt to complex 
social-professional expectations.

Noticing and Wondering Q&A Session



Noticing

•What specific examples of clear and effective workplace 
communication did you observe in the video?

•What non-verbal communication skills, such as body language 
or tone of voice, were important for successful interactions?



Wondering

•What might happen if there was a pragmatic language breakdown in one 
of the high-stakes scenarios?

•How would you rephrase an instruction to make it more concise or 
professional?

•What is one new piece of job-related vocabulary you noticed?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12x1_YM63rjcjUd_kba4L3GkGFBlyPqws18UNXjnklPE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.pp17wwt6fcc1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12x1_YM63rjcjUd_kba4L3GkGFBlyPqws18UNXjnklPE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.pp17wwt6fcc1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6svEozRWpc&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6svEozRWpc&t=4s


NYT On the Job   “How to Feed a Netflix Film Set”  Questions:  Notice / Wonder

Candy Lollapalooza
& Cheese O’Clock

Long work day… 12 to 14 
hours

Dealing with different 
personalities!

Jedi Mind Tricks

The grill is too noisy for 
the set so they had to 

cook in the truck.

She gets up at 4:30 for 
work for a 7:00 am call 

time?!

Wow! That’s a lot of food!

It’s a wrap!

I noticed that you have to 
get along with everyone in 

the cast.

I wonder where the terms 
like “crafty” comes from?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biZtCBzyp_Q&list=PLYG6O_GQCZwjHuu5swGZ6c8sZq6SpC87q&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biZtCBzyp_Q&list=PLYG6O_GQCZwjHuu5swGZ6c8sZq6SpC87q&index=1


SEMANTIC LANGUAGE
Craft Services

● Crafty, dietary restrictions and allergies
● Uses creative problem-solving (“Jedi mind 

tricks”) 
● “Crafty is responsible for…”

SEQUENCING
Daily Schedule

● Call time = when workers must arrive
● 7:00 a.m. → Breakfast 🍳
● 10:00 a.m. → Mid-morning snack
● 3:15 p.m. → Candy Lollapalooza
● 4:45 p.m. → Cheese O’clock 🧀
● 7:08 p.m. → End of day

PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE  
Set Expectations

● Large crew with many personalities
● Long workday (early morning - evening)
● Strong teamwork and organization 

needed
● “Workers need to ___ so they can…”
● “It is important to get along because…”

INFERENCING / CAUSE & EFFECT 
Filming Rules

● Must stay quiet during filming
● Cooking is too noisy on set
● Food prepared on a truck instead
● “They cannot ___ because…”
● “If they were loud, then…



-The POD in podcast stands for 
PORTABLE ON DEMAND.

-The CAST in podcast shows that 
there are different roles and 

characters.
What topics interest you?

(Clue- Storybooks, Discussions, or 
Topics) 

*slide designed by Sami S (student)



On-Demand Webinar:  Podcasting for Students

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/09/learning/on-demand-webinar-writing-for-podcasts.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/09/learning/on-demand-webinar-writing-for-podcasts.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/09/learning/on-demand-webinar-writing-for-podcasts.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/09/learning/on-demand-webinar-writing-for-podcasts.html


FEELINGS: Before and After Podcasting

Unsure / 
Capable

Nervous / 
Excited

Overwhelmed 
/ Satisfied

Neutral / 
Relieved

Proud / 
ConfidentIt was worth 

it!



Which Popular Phrases 
Annoy You? - The New 
York Times

Podcast Script

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/learning/which-popular-phrases-annoy-you.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/learning/which-popular-phrases-annoy-you.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/learning/which-popular-phrases-annoy-you.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/learning/which-popular-phrases-annoy-you.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/learning/which-popular-phrases-annoy-you.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NxGSOIMa5CplLbEFuoRe-kWw_8tYorxgtNg9x_PJUV8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NxGSOIMa5CplLbEFuoRe-kWw_8tYorxgtNg9x_PJUV8/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ozVMnpZAv3Kb53pi9Jg889VgXDLl-_xw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ozVMnpZAv3Kb53pi9Jg889VgXDLl-_xw/view?usp=drive_link


       Podcast examples
        “Taking Education Outdoors”



https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/26/learning/goals.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/20/learning/angry-cat.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/14/learning/bear-in-pajamas.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/13/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-picture-march-17-2025.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/13/learning/untangle.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/07/learning/a-helping-hand.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/28/learning/crystal-ball.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/06/learning/red-white-and-blue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/accessible-activities
https://www.nytimes.com/spotlight/accessible-activities


Picture Prompt ideas https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/09/lear
ning/143-picture-prompts-to-inspire-stude
nt-writing.html?searchResultPosition=1

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/09/learning/143-picture-prompts-to-inspire-student-writing.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/09/learning/143-picture-prompts-to-inspire-student-writing.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/09/learning/143-picture-prompts-to-inspire-student-writing.html?searchResultPosition=1


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/10/learning/175-writing-prompts-to-spark-discussion-and-reflection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/10/learning/175-writing-prompts-to-spark-discussion-and-reflection.html


https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/28/learning/lesson-plans/turn-movie-magic-into-literary-analysis-with-anatomy-of-a-scene.html


Learning Through Collaboration

“Immerse yourself in a natural learning environment 
where everyone grows together. Learn from others 

while sharing your own expertise to shape the 
educational journey as a team.”

Marla Sperling Reich, MA, CCC-SLP



40 Educators Join The New York Times Teaching Project

Meet the
2021-22 Cohort

Program Impact

The Teaching Project brings 
together educators from diverse 
backgrounds to collaborate on 
innovative curriculum design 
using Times journalism.

● Collaborative Learning

● Resource Sharing

● Global Network

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/24/learning/40-educators-join-the-new-york-times-teaching-project.html?searchResultPosition=12
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/24/learning/40-educators-join-the-new-york-times-teaching-project.html?searchResultPosition=12


My World
My Voice

My Nostalgia!
My Podcast

By: Marla Sperling Reich  
Speech-Language Pathologist

THE LEARNING NETWORk
Teaching Project 2021-2022



MAKE THE CONNECTION FUN!

What Things Remind You of 
Your Childhood?

Are there toys, games, foods or places that  
make you think of life when you were  

younger?

Nostalgia Inc. 

THE LEARNING NETWORK
STUDENT OPINION:

BUSINESS SECTION:

In “Nostalgia, Inc.,” 

Julia Rothman and 

Shaina Feinberg write 

about a store that sells 

things that remind 

people of their 

childhoods — old toys, 

games, comic books 

and more. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/learning/what-things-remind-you-of-your-childhood.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/09/business/nostalgia-inc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/09/business/nostalgia-inc.html


Film Club: Two Short Animated 
Films About Childhood

What are your most VIVID  childhood 
memories? (1:45)

USE VARIOUS MODALITIES

Students watched two films on nostalgic memories, discussed key 
items shown, and reflected on childhood experiences, connecting 

them to their own lives.

FILM & NOSTALGIA

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/learning/film-club-two-short-animated-films-about-childhood.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/learning/film-club-two-short-animated-films-about-childhood.html?searchResultPosition=7
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/learning/film-club-two-short-animated-films-about-childhood.html?searchResultPosition=7


“Nostalgia has been shown to counteract 
loneliness, boredom and anxiety. It makes 

people more generous to strangers and more 
tolerant of outsiders. Couples feel closer and 
look happier when they’re sharing nostalgic 

memories. On cold days, or in cold rooms, 
people use nostalgia to literally feel warmer.” 

“Nostalgia helps us deal with 
transitions,” Dr. Hepper says. 

“The young adults are just 
moving away from home and or 
starting their first jobs, so they 
fall back on memories of family 
Christmases, pets and friends in 

school.”

WHY NOSTALGIA? IT HAS A RELATABLE CONNECTION

What Is Nostalgia 
Good For? Quite a 

Bit, Research Shows

 FIRST, WE PICKED A TOPIC: NOSTALGIA

https://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/09/science/what-is-nostalgia-good-for-quite-a-bit-research-shows.html


    
Building the theme using categories: with links

 KEEP IT GROWING: NOSTALGIA COMES IN ALL FORMS

Music

Nostalgic 
Music

The Comforts 
of Nostalgia

Popular culture is taking 
us back to the past.

Review: ‘Nostalgia’ 
Asks Why We Keep 

Things

Nickelodeon 
Nostalgia

things films shows

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/26/briefing/nostalgia-oscars-mardi-gras.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/26/briefing/nostalgia-oscars-mardi-gras.html?searchResultPosition=8
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/15/movies/nostalgia-review.html?searchResultPosition=29
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/15/movies/nostalgia-review.html?searchResultPosition=29
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts/television/100000000958726/nickelodeon-nostalgia.html?searchResultPosition=13
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts/television/100000000958726/nickelodeon-nostalgia.html?searchResultPosition=13
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/03/learning/what-are-your-childhood-memories-of-music.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/03/learning/what-are-your-childhood-memories-of-music.html?searchResultPosition=1


smell

What Smells 
Trigger Powerful 

Memories for You? 

Go Ahead, Binge Old 
Movies and Jam Out 

to '90s Hits

sight sound touch taste

Tangible Connections  

 five senses & NOSTALGIA:  with links

In Super Bowl 
Commercials, the 

Nostalgia Bowl

Why We Reach 
for Nostalgia in 
Times of Crisis

How Do You 
Celebrate Your 

Culture Through 
Food?

More on taste & nostalgia:
Cereal, a Taste of Nostalgia, 
Looks for Its Next Chapter - 

The New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/24/learning/what-smells-trigger-powerful-memories-for-you.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/24/learning/what-smells-trigger-powerful-memories-for-you.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/24/learning/what-smells-trigger-powerful-memories-for-you.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/movies/nostalgic-classic-movies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/movies/nostalgic-classic-movies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/movies/nostalgic-classic-movies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/08/business/media/08adco.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/smarter-living/coronavirus-nostalgia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/01/learning/how-do-you-celebrate-your-culture-through-food.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/24/dining/breakfast-cereal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/24/dining/breakfast-cereal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/24/dining/breakfast-cereal.html


MINI-PRACTICE PODCASTS SAMPLES
WRITING OUR ‘NOSTALGIA’ SCRIPT and RECORDING…Listen!
Students used ‘WH’ questions, descriptive components, and association skills to develop podcast 
scripts, incorporating jingles, background music, and audio tracks to match their nostalgic topics.

These are unedited, raw and authentic. Listen!

LISTEN: click
color tab to 
listen!

Emily M:
“You are My 

Sunshine” song   

Chris Pq:
“My Family’s  
Stained Glass 

Lamp”  

Dante C:  
“Disney”  

Jaden J: 
“The Park”  

Thomas N: 
“Grandpa and 

the Old Yankees 
Logo”

John P:
“Golden Age 
Animation”

Gabby M: 
“Going to the 
Mountains”  

Jake S: “My 
Family 

Reunion”  

Giancarlo T:
“Classic 
Games”   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OSgHIVVGzLIaSEiVHIBa0yxQ5xfTFux3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OSgHIVVGzLIaSEiVHIBa0yxQ5xfTFux3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11bMu1gaxEjWQpbjVWACCrK76TMhDvsox/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11bMu1gaxEjWQpbjVWACCrK76TMhDvsox/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11bMu1gaxEjWQpbjVWACCrK76TMhDvsox/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DcDSGX6MgaTh_crCdquxN8a7j-_aqiyH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YsOu3H29i--rVyvAi36jVKWq5xnCRZvT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tX1G2zpylbHrgxZ_OFr2WVwpXmDHSMRN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BWSdGeLvWMjwLR90KpRwvrWn6T75BCQC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19odpGUyF_NDcsKxEc4Zdux67XUdt4vpS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1utLrfFYCM6KbTxLLeC3_7UpcRvRrugD1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZnAHOv758cxo1zlSPAWWezJ1XZW3Kvn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OSgHIVVGzLIaSEiVHIBa0yxQ5xfTFux3/view?usp=sharing


LINK TO
LANGUAGE LUNCH

PRESENTATION

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fWW9E4fyBWd-s8WKBcFBhz2zBgkA9RKKSvBW8BH6ahA/edit#slide=id.g122e10657e2_0_0


Describe your recipe using “WH” questions and imagery 
vocabulary 

Our student creations published in the NYTLN and the JBJ Soul Kitchen website

THE LANGUAGE LUNCH



SEMANTIC
SKILLS

EXPRESSIVE 
LANGUAGE 

SKILLS

CRITICAL 
THINKING

RECEPTIVE 
LANGUAGE 

SKILLS

READING 
COMPREHENSION

CREATIVE 
THINKING

TALK

LET’S PUT IT ALL TOGETHER & MAKE IT REAL!



WORK SAMPLES: Using Imagery 



SCAFFOLDING ENCOURAGES UNDERSTANDING, CONNECTING AND CREATING: 
See Max’s recipe “Polish Pierogies”come to life!

USING STRUCTURE WORDS

USING “WH” Q&A

NOSTALGIC RECIPE

CULINARY STUDENT AUSTIN 
MAKING MAX’S FAMILY 

RECIPE





LESSON OF THE DAY

Reading Poetry With 
the Poem Column

UKRAINE DISPATCH

A New Front Opens in the 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: 

Borscht

We were inspired to 

incorporate a poem  into the 

project. We used Borscht  as 

an example of a nostalgic 

recipe and made the 

connection between the 

Ukrainian people and how 

nostalgic foods can bring us 

comfort, no matter where 

we find ourselves.  

cURRENT Connections, Poetry, and discussions

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/28/learning/lesson-plans/reading-poetry-with-the-poem-column.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/world/europe/russia-ukraine-borscht.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/world/europe/russia-ukraine-borscht.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/world/europe/russia-ukraine-borscht.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/28/learning/lesson-plans/reading-poetry-with-the-poem-column.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/28/learning/lesson-plans/reading-poetry-with-the-poem-column.html?searchResultPosition=1


How Educators Around the World Are Teaching the Russia-Ukraine War   

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/learning/lesson-plans/how-educators-around-the-world-are-teaching-the-russia-ukraine-war.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/learning/lesson-plans/how-educators-around-the-world-are-teaching-the-russia-ukraine-war.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/20/learning/lesson-plans/how-educators-around-the-world-are-teaching-the-russia-ukraine-war.html?searchResultPosition=1


“Making the Times Vocabulary
Accessible to a Wide Range of Students” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmOOqRuZQYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmOOqRuZQYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmOOqRuZQYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmOOqRuZQYY


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/28/learning/live-webinar-exploring-how-the-times-can-be-accessible-for-every-learner.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/28/learning/live-webinar-exploring-how-the-times-can-be-accessible-for-every-learner.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/28/learning/live-webinar-exploring-how-the-times-can-be-accessible-for-every-learner.html?searchResultPosition=1




 

Thank you for joining. I hope these strategies prove valuable in your class sessions and your 
students enjoy the learning.

A heartfelt thank you to The New York Times Learning 
Network Team for your incredible support over the years – it’s 
been truly invaluable!

A big thank you to Katherine Lyons, our special education English 
teacher – your collaboration is what makes our work shine!

The deepest gratitude to Nicole Ure, WTP FTHS teacher,  
Danielle Alu (SLP) and Chris VanHorn, Boro WTP teacher, all 
for their tech savvy guidance! 

I’m deeply grateful to our amazing team of SLPs and Special 
Education teachers at the FRHSD, as well as our supportive 
FRHSD administration – your commitment is very much 
appreciated.

mreich@frhsd.com
marslp309@gmail.com

mailto:mreich@frhsd.com
mailto:marslp309@gmail.com

